
 
 

GOD SPEAKS TO JOSEPH: FOLLOW-UP FAMILY ACTIVITIES 
  

BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7:10–14; Matthew 1:18–25 

BIBLE TRUTH: God revealed to Joseph that Mary’s baby was more than a boy. He was God come as a man, to save us 

from our sins. 

Key Passage: Isaiah 9:6 (Preschool) Isaiah 9:6-7 (Elementary) 

 

IMMANUEL? 

Ask if anyone in your family can tell you what Immanuel means? Immanuel means “God with us.” Isaiah’s prophecy 

that we talked about last week was that God would send a child and he will be called Immanuel which means that the 

child would be God with us.  

The prophet Isaiah foretold that the promised deliverer would come as a child. He would not be just any child however; 

God’s promised Messiah would be both God and man. He would be called Immanuel—(Ask the children as a whole 

what it means again.) God with us.  Explain: It is very important that Jesus be both God and man. God, Jesus was 

able to heal the sick and raise the dead. As a man, Jesus was able to take the punishment God reserved for us.

 

DREAM LATELY? 

Ask your family if anyone has ever had a dream and then ask them to share a dream. After sharing, go back and ask 

them how their dreams had changed their lives. 

They will, of course, say that their dreams did not change their lives; or, perhaps, they will be puzzled. 

Then ask your family, “Who of you has ever had an angel of the Lord tell you something in a dream?”  

The object here is to show how exceptional it was for God to show up in Joseph’s dream. 

Talk about all the exceptional things God planned in sending Jesus, his Son, to earth. 

• God the Son gave up his glory and became a man. 

• By the power of the Holy Spirit, Mary received a baby inside her that was both God and man. 

• An angel appeared to Mary to tell her the good news. 

• The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 

• Through his prophets, God said this would happen centuries before it did. 

Talk as a family about how amazing the Christmas story is as you continue to recap today’s story. 
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PAPER ANGEL ORNAMENT CRAFT (Courtesy of Red Ted Art) 

Supplies: ½ Sheet of Paper, ribbon/twine and a bead or make a face on paper and then glue (Shown in YouTube video.)  

See how to make the ornament. https://youtu.be/vW_eOxbqh5U  

SAY: God has angels in very important roles carrying out His plan as we have learned at the beginning of Advent. 

We have learned that last week that the angel Gabriel visited Mary to tell her that she would have a baby and that her 

son Jesus was going to be a king and sit on David’s throne forever. 

This week an angel of the Lord visited Joseph in a dream to tell him to marry Mary and that the baby Mary is carry is 

to be named Jesus and He would save God’s people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). 

Today we will be making angels to take home and adorn your tree. They are to remind you of the calling that God 

gave to Mary and Joseph and how angels were key in announcing God’s plan.  

      

1.) Fold like you would making a fan with a small/thin fold.  

2.) When done: If they want cut the top to be the pattern of the paper (if using a pattern paper).  

3.) Now fold the accordion paper in half so the ends meet at the bottom.  

4.) Now do the same with the smaller piece of 

paper. These are the wings.  

5.) Now fold the accordion paper in half so the 

ends meet at the bottom.  

6.) Arrange / stack your accordion folded papers 

with the small one on top.  

https://youtu.be/vW_eOxbqh5U
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7.) Now take your twine/ribbon with the bead and slide the papers thru with               

the ribbon/twine in the middle of the fold.  

8.) Push down on the bead as it is now your angels head.  

9.) Apply glue to the one side of the longer paper ends and press and hold  

the ends together until they stick. 

     

10.) Now gently spread out 

your wings.  

11.) The children can leave 

the face plain or 

decorate with a thin 

marker.  

 

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY 

Take time as a family to work on the Advent memory passage. Read through the Bible verse together a few times.  

Then write part of the verse on strips paper making a chain of the verse that you can place on your tree or hang in 

your house to read until your family can recite the verse by heart.  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and 

of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice 

and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:6–7) 
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DISCUSSION & BIBLE SKILLS  

Distribute a Bible to everyone in the family or share. Help them find Isaiah 9:6-7 and Luke 1: 26-38. 

Ask the following questions. Lead your family to discuss:  

1. What happened after Joseph decided to divorce Mary?                                                                                    

(An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream.) 

2. Why did the angel visit Joseph?  

(To tell him not to be afraid, and it was OK to keep Mary as his wife.) 

3. What did Joseph do after he woke up from his dream?  

Joseph did as the Lord commanded him and married Mary (Matthew 1:24). Joseph was going to break off his 

engagement (divorce her), but after his dream, Joseph trusted what God told him and obeyed the word of the 

Lord to him. He married Mary, named the baby Jesus, and took care of Jesus as his own son, even though 

God was Jesus’s Father, brought to Mary by a miracle of the Holy Spirit. Joseph adopted Jesus. 

Sooner or later we will all have to obey something we read in God’s Word. For instance, we might not want to 

share our things or speak kindly to someone who is harsh with us, but God’s Word tells us to love others. If 

we belong to God, we must obey his voice as we hear it through the Bible passages we read. God pours out 

his Holy Spirit on everyone who believes and trusts in Jesus. So that where we are weak and find it difficult to 

follow, the Holy Spirit changes us to want to be like Jesus and obey. 

Christ Connection:  

Even before Jesus was born, God planned for him to die. When the angel told Joseph that Jesus would “save 

his people from their sins,” he was pointing forward to the cross. There is only one way that Jesus could save 

us from our sins. First, he would have to live a perfect life and never sin even once. Second, Jesus would 

need to be punished in our place, for our sins. That is what happened on the cross. 

The only way Jesus could live a perfect life and take our punishment was for him to be more than man; he 

also had to be God. The prophet Isaiah wrote about a child who would someday be born and who would be 

called Immanuel. Immanuel means “God with us.” 

Jesus was able to take the punishment we deserved, because he was completely human—a person just like 

us in every way. But, Jesus was more than a human. He was also God—God with us! As God, Jesus was 

able to live a sinless life, defeat the curse of death, and rise again in victory. 

 


